
Sunbonnets

The Eight-Square Schoolhouse
was built in 1827.

How many years ago was that? ________

Every year the Ithaca City School fourth-
grade classes visit the historic Eight Square 
Schoolhouse at the corner of Route 13 and 
Hanshaw Road.  

At SewGreen,we’ll will celebrate by making 
a classic SUNBONNET. 

If you were a girl in the late 1800s, you 
would wear to school a sunbonnet made of 
CALICO or GINGHAM, and a simple plaid 
or checked dress. Over the dress, you would 
wear a PINAFORE.

Women used to hand stitch sunbonnets from 
turkey-feed sacks back in the days when 
grain came in fancy print cotton bags!

CALICO — a coarse-weave 
cotton printed with small 
floral or geometric patterns

GINGHAM — a woven 
fabric of checks, stripes, or 
plaid. 



“She had a clean calico 
dress to wear and she had 
shoes. While she hurried 
to the house, she thought 
that Ma might let her wear 
her Sunday hair-ribbon 
and perhaps Mary’s freshly 
ironed sunbonnet.” . . . 

“quickly they changed to 
fresh dresses and shoes. But Ma saw no reason for hair-ribbons on a weekday and she 
said Laura must wear her own sunbonnet.  ‘It would be fresher’, Ma said, ‘if you 
took care to keep it so.’ Laura’s bonnet was limp from hanging down her back and 
the strings were limp too. But that was Laura’s own  design.”                            

~ from The Long Winter by Laura Ingalls Wilder     

Little House on the Prairie Sunbonnet

The sunbonnet became a theme used in quilts, often known as 
SUNBONNET SUE. It was probably Kate Greenaway in 1870 
who introduced the design — a young girl, usually in silhouette, 
whose bonnet hides her face.

Laura’s sunbonnet — when she 
ironed it —probably looked a 
lot like this.

A Popular Design

An illustration from an early 
reading book called “The Sun-
bonnet Babies’ Primer”




